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on for the policy of local self-government., which, in his view,
offered a far wider educative scope. He wrote to Lord
Hartington on July 13, 1882, ** From an early period after
my arrival here I turned my attention to the subject of Local
Self-government." He was supported and assisted by Baring,
to whom he wrote on November 7, 1881, "The credit is
yours T feel convinced that you have laid the foundations
of a system of Municipal Self-government which will confer
increasing benefits." He wrote to Tom Hughes on June 12,
1882, " I am inclined to think that election by caste or occupa-
rons would in many cases be more consonant with the
feelings of the people than direct election, and more likely to
lead to the right sort of men coming forward as candidates.
.As regards the extent of the suffrage. . . ,T do not think
India is yet fit for a low suffrage ; I should therefore,
generally speaking, keep it moderately high at present. What
T want to secure by the extension of Local Self-government
is not a representation of the people of an European Demo-
cratic type, but the gradual training of the best, most intelli-
gent, and most influential men in the community to take an
interest and an active part in the management of their local
affairs... If the Boards are to be of any use for the purpose
of training the natives to manage their own affairs, they must
not be overshadowed by the constant presence of the Btirra
Sahib... ; they must be left gradually more and more -to
run alone, although watched from without by the Executive
Authorities and checked if they run out of the right course.
Unless a certain freedom of action is allowed them, the best
men are not likely to wish to be upon them, and they will
be filled with a less reliable sort of persons, or will be, as
they so often are now, mere shams."1
As regards the immediate success of Lord Ripon's scheme
an extract may be quoted from the Decennial Report of the
Moral arid Material Progress of India for the ten years ending
1891-92: "The extension of the system of local administra-
tion, so far as the two main classes of corporations are con-
cerned, has been regarded by the Government, not only as a
measure of relief, whereby the higher executive officials might
be enabled to divert their attention from the-. ever-increasing
amount of detail to the wider interests entrusted to their
charge, but as a means, also, of political education.... the
strides made in the last ten years in the desired direction have
been great; the powers and responsibilities of the corporations
in question have been much increased, and, in all the more
settled parts of -the country, the State control has been
gradually restricted to just the extent necessary for the due
.guidance of bodies constituted on principles so novel to the
1 See Lucien Wolf, Life of Ripon, Vol. II, Chapter XIX.